Functional analysis of the pro-apoptotic factor Bax using hammerhead ribozymes.
A pro-apoptotic protein Bax is a Bcl-2 family member and forms homodimers and also heterodimerizes with death antagonists, Bcl-2 and Bcl-XL. To elucidate the detail of function of Bax in cells, we constructed a hammerhead ribozyme targeted to the Bax mRNA. The level of Bax protein in Hela-K cells expressing Bax-ribozyme was decreased compared with that of wild type Hela-K cells. Therefore, the Bax-ribozyme should be useful for the future investigations of the details of apoptosis pathway.